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THE EPISTLE 

 

LENT 2010                                                       MIDLAND, MICHIGAN 

Plan to join us for 
 

Ash Wednesday Worship 
 

Noon & 7pm on Wednesday, February 17 
 

Each service will feature a penitential rite that includes the option of  
having the sign of the cross marked on one’s forehead with ashes.   

Each service will be a Eucharistic celebration.   
Our evening service will include music, led by our choir. 

 

ñremember that you are dust,  
and to dust you shall returnò 

Join us for our Annual 
 

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER 
 

5-7pm on Tuesday, February 16 
Williams Hall 

 

This delicious event is a fund raiser  
for St. Johnôs Youth Ministry programs.   

Come, enjoy a great meal  
and support our teens! 

The Journey to Jerusalem 
 

Each Lent, we join Jesus in his journey to Jerusalem.  
From his temptation in the wilderness to his welcome 
into the city as ―king‖, we hear of the life and ministry of 
our Lord and Savior as he makes his way toward the  
crucifixion that awaits him in Jerusalem. 
 

In a very real sense, the story never changes.  Together, 
the four gospels paint a picture which we retell, year by 
year.  But while the details of the story may never 
change, the actual journey, for us, is never the same.  
That’s because each year, through the changing experi-
ence of our own lives, we bring something different to 
our encounter with Jesus. 
 

Do you remember the story of the encounter of Cleopas 
and his friend with Jesus, on the road from Jerusalem to 
Emmaus, on the day of Jesus’ resurrection?  Even 
though they were his disciples, and their conversation 
centered on all that had happened to him in Jerusalem, 
they were unable to recognize Jesus when he joined 
them on the road.  Later, they acknowledged that their 
hearts had been burning within them as he had opened 
the scriptures to them while they walked.  But only when 
they stopped for the night, and invited him to share their 
meal, did they recognize him—through the breaking of 
the bread in that shared meal. 
 

Even though Jesus joins us on our journey every day of 
our lives, it is often only during seasons like Lent, when 

we are more deliberately attentive to Jesus’ presence in our 
lives, that  we see him—in the breaking of the bread, in 
God’s Word, in one another, during prayer, or in moments 
of clarity! 
 

Take advantage of the opportunities to pray, worship, learn 
and serve that are offered during this season.  You can 
expect to meet Jesus in the journey of your life! 
 
Peace & blessings, 
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Loving God . . .  WORSHIP 

Worship Schedule for Lent, Holy Week & Easter 
 
Sundays in Lent  On Sundays, February 21 through March 21, our worship will begin with a  
8am & 10am    penitential rite and include the collect and readings assigned for use during 
       Lent, and then continue with eucharistic celebrations.  At our later service,  
       music will be selected to enhance our Lenten experience.  Preachers will  
       focus on the assigned gospel readings, with reference to our diocesan study,  
       On the Way to Jerusalem: A Lenten Journey .  This study will be the   
       theme of one our Sunday morning Adult Formation classes, and also the  
       theme of the Wednesday morning Men’s Bible Study. 
 
Wednesdays   We’ll continue with noonday eucharists on Wednesdays through Lent, Holy    
Lent through Easter Week & Easter.  Prayers for healing will be available each week.  Worship 
       will be held in the church, as usual. 
 
Palm Sunday   Palm Sunday worship will include the blessing and distribution of palm 
March 28     branches and crosses and the reading of the passion narrative from Luke’s 
8am & 9:45am   gospel.  Note the change of time for our second service . . . It will begin 
       at 9:45am, with the congregation gathered in Williams Hall for a procession 
       into the church! 
 
Monday, Tuesday  Services of Prayer and Meditation will be offered at 7pm each evening, 
& Wednesday   downstairs in the Elliott Chapel.  Focusing on the last days of Jesus’ life, our  
In Holy Week   readings will be drawn from John’s gospel.  Come for prayer, for a  
       meditation offered by a member of the congregation, and for a time of quiet! 
 
Maundy Thursday  To celebrate our Lord’s Last Supper, we’ll begin at 6pm with a meal in  
April 1     Williams Hall.  Watch for details about the meal.  Our worship will begin at  
       7pm, still around our dinner tables, before moving into the church for the  
       traditional stripping of the altar.  Note:  You’re welcome to come to worship 
       at 7pm, even if you aren't able to be here for dinner first! 
 
Good Friday    We will observe the Passion of our Lord with worship in the church at noon 
April 2     and then host a service of readings, reflection and music at 7pm. 
 
Holy Saturday   Beginning at 8pm, we’ll celebrate the Great Vigil of Easter with our Bishop,  
April 3     the Rt. Rev’d Todd Ousley as our guest.  This ancient and powerful service
       will begin in the garden, move into Williams Hall, and then finish in the   
       church with our first eucharist of Easter. This service will be a celebration of  
       confirmation and reception for a group of our teen and adult members. 
 
Easter Day    Our worship will begin with shouts of ―Alleluia!‖ as we celebrate the  
April 4     resurrection of Jesus from the grave.  Each service will be a eucharistic  
8am &  10am   celebration, with music and special children’s elements at 10am. 
 

Joyful Noise nursery care will be available every Sunday,  
and also on Ash Wednesday at 7pm and Good Friday at noon.  
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Attention . . . Worship Participants 
Continuing with our current schedule, worship partici-
pants should have noticed a big difference!  Weekly 
reminder cards are no longer being sent to acolytes, 
greeters, ushers, lectors, intercessors, element bearers 
or Eucharistic ministers.  That means that when we 
receive our quarterly schedule, each of us needs to 
mark our calendars with the dates we are scheduled to 
serve . . . remembering that we will not get any kind of 
reminder!  Watch the instructions that will come with 
each schedule! 

Worship Committee 
St. John’s Worship Committee continues to meet each 
month, and new members are always welcome.  Com-
mittee members reflect on experiences of our worship 
and share input received from others, we shape pat-
terns of worship for coming liturgical seasons and par-
ticipate in planning for special services.  Meetings take 
place at 7pm on the second Tuesday of each month, in 
the Waring Room.  Please contact Rob Skirving for 
more information. 

Memorial Prayer Books 

 
New copies of the Book of Common Prayer have been purchased through the leadership of the Memorial Committee.  
These prayer books were dedicated during worship on January 31st, and have been given as follows: 
 
IN MEMORY OF: 
Gordon and Ethel Marcou -  Shirley K. Baker    Naomi C. Frizzle  
by Janet and John Marcou        by Doris Frizzle 
John W. Martin – Genevieve R. Martin     Curtis Lundquist – James Staloch – Mark Staloch  
by John & Karen Martin         by Mike & Susie Staloch 
Jim McVey – Katherine Taweel        Vera Graves  
by Ellen McVey           by Cathy Strong 
Sally Gillespie            Ernest E. Maxwell – Grace B. Maxwell – Willard B. Maxwell  
by James and Charlotte Bakeman      by Dixie Maxwell 
Earl Schaper            June Markell  
by John and Joan Ryan         by Roger Markell 
Willard B. Maxwell – Jim Johnson      Kenneth G. King – K. Stanley King   
by Sharon Maxwell          by Marjorie King 
William & Mary Barnett – Morgan Davis      Buell Crocker – Huntley Crocker  
by William K and Jessie M. Barnett      by Jerry & Margot Nielsen 
Herbert H. Lyon           Roger F. Kinnear  
by Toni Lyon           by Cynthia Kinnear 
Norton C. Foster – Donald E. Yanka      Mary E. Gotts  
by Odette H. Foster Yanka         by Betty Schartow 
Esther & Howard Cleland  
by Bill Cleland & Karen Newhouse 
 
AND IN THANKSGIVING FOR: 
Their family            Their marriage at St. John’s 
by Betty and Doug Kirkley        by John and Janet Marcou 
Their parents 
by Rob & Sandy Skirving         
 

ALL BOOKS GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD! 

Coffee Hosts are needed to help with hospitality after 10am worship.  Please sign up outside of Williams Hall if you 

are willing to take a turn.  Individuals, households, friends and ministry groups are invited to consider taking a turn! 
 

Worship Ministry Coordinators 

Acolytes  ...................................................... Ellen McVey Lay Eucharistic Ministers.......................... Charles Bash 
Altar Guild ............................................... Louise Parsons Lectors ...................................................... Charles Bash 
Greeters & Ushers ................................... Eric Blackhurst Kids@Church ............................................ Marnie Bash 
Intercessors ................................................ Marnie Bash Scheduling .......................................... Karen Newhouse 



 

   The Epistle,  page  4                                                                             Lent 2010    

 

Loving God . . .  CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

 
Lent Study Series  

ñSignposts Along the Roadò 
Begins Wed. February 24 

 
Our 2010 Lent study series will focus on five themes  
inspired by the St. John’s Identity Statement: 

 
We joyfully gather 

to pray, worship, learn and serve 
as we seek to follow Jesus 

and invite all to join us 
on a sacred journey of hope and transformation. 

 
We will meet on five Wednesday evenings from Feb. 24 to March 24 in Williams Hall for a soup and salad supper and 
socializing, followed by an introduction of the evening’s topic, scripture, video presentation, facilitated table group discus-
sion, and spiritual journey reflections from our own St. John’s members. Each evening will close with a short worship 
service. Come prepared for fun, fellowship, learning and contemplation as we anticipate the joyful season of Easter. 
 
6:00 – 6:30 p.m. Light Supper Served 
6:30 – 7:00 p.m. Finish Supper, Dessert & Fellowship 
7:00 – 8:00 p.m. Program 
8:00 – 8:15 p.m. Worship 
 
Our ―Signposts Along the Road‖ during this 5-week journey will point us to:  
 
Feb. 24:  The Community Center -- We joyfully gather 
March 3:  The Training Gym -- to pray, worship, learn and serve 
March 10:  The Discipleship Pathway -- as we seek to follow Jesus 
March 17:  Speaker’s Corner -- and invite all to join us 
March 24:  Transformation Highway -- on a sacred journey of hope and transformation. 
 
Please sign up for this program on the bulletin board outside Williams Hall. 
Child care is available from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 

Mothersô Bible Study Reunion Luncheon - Save The Date!  
 On May 13 there will be a reunion luncheon for all who were members of Mothers’ Bible Study (or who attended our 
luncheons!). Time and location will be announced later but put this date on your calendar today and plan to join the fun! 
Watch for more details in future Epistles.  

On the Way to Jerusalem: A Lenten Journey  
This study, prepared by members of our diocese, will be 
offered by Rob Skirving at 9am Sundays in the Waring 
Room, February 21 to March 21.  It will also be offered 
at the Wednesday Men’s Bible Study, beginning on Ash 
Wednesday.  Please feel welcome to join us! 
 

 

Pray for all considering Baptism, Confirmation & 
Reception.  A group of close to twenty have begun their 
preparation . . . their names will be published soon! 
 

 

Devotional Resources for Lent are available in  
Williams Hall . . . Please help yourself! 

Advance Notice . . . There Will Be  
  

No Christian Formation Classes 
On Sundays, March 28 & April 4 

 
These are the Sundays during the Midland 

Public School Spring Break Week.  
 

Joyful Noise will be offered during 10am Worship 
on both of these Sundays! 



   Lent 2010                                                                           The Epistle, page 5 

 

 

What Are the Children Doing?  

Christian Formation for Children  

 Christian Formation begins at a very young age and continues throughout our lives. St John’s is seeking to help the 
children learn about their faith in a comfortable, enjoyable, and safe program that is appropriate to their age and inter-
ests. Below is some information about the program for younger children along with a bit about what they will be doing in 
the upcoming weeks as we enter into the Lenten season.  
 
Joyful Noise 
9:00-11:45AM  
 Joyful Noise is the nursery where children from newborns to about 3½ may stay during the Christian Formation hour, 
worship, and ―Afterwords‖. Under the supervision of Ashley Carroll who is assisted by parents, grandparents, and even 
non-parents, the children may stay and play safely while their parents are occupied elsewhere. In addition, a pager sys-
tem is now in place so that parents may be contacted if necessary. Across the hall from the Joyful Noise room is a small 
pleasant room where babies may be fed or changed as needed. During the time of worship children have a snack and 
may enjoy a Bible story and/or activity related to the church year and the lectionary.  Parents often pick up their children 
in time for them to take part in the Eucharist.  Annie Welsh coordinates volunteer assistants. 
 
Worship Center 
9:00-9:45AM 
 Worship Center is a Montessori style classroom where children 4 years old through first grade are introduced to the 
church, worship, and stories about Jesus and others from the Bible. Children hear a story told with small figures which 
hold their attention and enhance their understanding. After hearing the story the children respond to various ―wondering‖ 
questions (―I wonder what Jesus is doing?‖) They have a brief time to respond through art, storytelling, or even drama 
before they return to the storytelling circle to end the morning with prayer and a feast.  So their morning follows our wor-
ship as they hear the story, respond to the story, pray, and share the feast.  
 During Epiphany the children have been hearing stories of Jesus’ birth and life as a boy; as we move closer to and 
into Lent the storytellers, Betty Jones, Dave Burt, and Connie Miskov, will be focusing more on Jesus’ journey towards 
Jerusalem and the people he met along the way, culminating in the stories of Holy Week and Easter.  
 
C.O.O.L. Journey  (Children of Our Lord)  
9:00-9:45AM 
 COOL Journey is an experiential program where children from 2

nd
 through 6

th
 grades are introduced to a Bible story 

and work with it for several-generally 4 to 6-weeks during a ―Cycle‖. In a cycle the story remains the same but the stu-
dents explore that story through a variety of activities which engage many different ways of learning. They may see a 
movie, they may cook (one of the favorite workshops!) they may do an art/craft project (one cycle they made mosaic 
crosses), they may write stories or play computer games connected with the story, they may create and perform skits; 
the possibilities are many. And while every student may not like every workshop, all of them will find at least one or two 
that help make the story more real and more likely to be remembered!  
 Although the leaders, Dave Hazen and Sandy Skirving, pay attention to the church year, with only one story being 
introduced every 4-6 weeks, COOL Journey is not as attuned to the church year or the lectionary as other programs. 
During Epiphany the students have been learning about the childhood of Jesus; as we move into Lent the focus will be 
on an Old Testament story, most likely on Jeremiah who kept calling the people of his time back to God.   
 
 
Kids@Church 
From Dismissal through Prayers of the People  
~10:10-10:40AM  
 Kids@Church is available to children from about 3½ or 4 years through about 3

rd
 grade during the main worship ser-

vice. After a preliminary discussion at the front of the church, children are dismissed to Elliott Chapel where they experi-
ence a more relaxed and age appropriate worship service. They get to practice as acolytes, as lesson readers, and as 
prayer leaders in a format which closely follows the church service; they also get to move around during the music and 
have an activity related to the gospel. There is a core of 5 leaders and several helpers who rotate each week, giving the 
children the opportunity to build friendships with a number of people at St John’s.  
 Because Kids@Church is modeled on the worship service, it closely follows the lectionary and the children hear (in 
most cases) the same gospel lesson as their parents. As we move into Lent, the music, psalm response, and gospels 
will all be appropriate to the season. 
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With Everything Weõve Got . . .  STEWARDSHIP 

Parents! St John’s has launched a Facebook page (if you want to see it, you must go to www.facebook.com and become 
a member). Once you are a member, search for ―St. John’s‖ (top right corner of the page) to connect to the site.  Admin-
istrators are Charles Bash, Mike Belmares, Keith Heustis and Rob – contact any of them if you have pictures to post or 
are concerned about content.  In order for us to post pictures from St John’s events comfortably and safely we’re asking 
you to sign a photo release for your children at St John’s who are under 18 years of age.  Please fill out and sign the at-
tached release and either place it in the offering plate, leave it in the office, or mail it to St John’s at 405 N Saginaw Rd, 
Midland MI 48640. Thank you.               
 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
Photograph Approval 

 

 

Date:  __/__/____                 Parent’s Name:  ________________________________________ 
 

I APPROVE, do NOT APPROVE, the posting of pictures of my child(ren) 
  (circle one) 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
    (child [ren]’s first [and last names]) 
 ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

on the St John’s Episcopal Church website, Facebook page, or other appropriate places that St John’s might choose for 
communication and/or promotion.  
 

Signature __________________________________________  Date ____________________ 
 

Relationship ________________________________________ 
 

Note: St John’s is not responsible for pictures posted on personal sites, even if such pictures were taken at a St John’s 
function.  

Loving Neighbor . . .  OUTREACH 

St. Johnôs Outreach Committee is in the process of planning and organizing events for 2010….opportunities for YOU 
to become involved in the transforming experience of helping others.    
 
Some things to watch for….. 
 
Sunday, May 23 -Outreach Ministry Fair….. a showcase of outreach opportunities from all over St. John’s 
 
Continuing outreach events to aid our local neighbors in need…….St. Andrew’s Flint, St. Paul’s Saginaw, West- and 

North- Midland Family Centers, St. Elizabeth’s Higgins Lake and more……  
 
Living Waters, Tabora, Giles’ addiction ministry, Agape Community Transformation and other global opportunities 
 
Diocesan of Eastern Michigan outreach events….. Camp Chickagami cleanup, Eagle Butte Indian reservation, Domini-
can Republic… 

 
St. John’s new website…… we’ll be using this to communicate more directly what’s going on with St. John’s outreach 

http://www.facebook.com
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St. Johnõs Episcopal Church 
 

405 N. Saginaw Road  Å  Midland, MI  Å  48640 

(989) 631-2260  Å  Fax (989) 631-4261 

www.sjec-midland.org 

office@sjec-midland.org  Å  rskirving@sjec-midland.org 

From our Annual Meeting . . . Wednesday, January 27, 2009  
 
We looked back on 2009 . . .  
Led by our ―ready to retire‖ senior warden, Bill Kent, and supported by written reports from many of our ministries and 
committees, we celebrated God’s blessings of the past year.  During 2009 we had 7 baptisms, 3 weddings, and 9 funer-
als at St. John’s, and we had an average Sunday attendance of 191 people, up 8.5% from 2008.  We entered 2009 with 
a forecast budget deficit for the year of $24,811 . . . and finished 2009 with an operating surplus of  $31,910!  The 
generosity of our members, along with the disciplined leadership of our Finance Committee, Vestry & staff led to this sur-
plus, for which we give thanks.  At the direction of our Vestry, these surplus funds have been added to reserves which 
had been depleted after years of operating deficits.  For 2010, with significantly increased pledges from 2009 and with a 
reconfigured staffing model, Vestry projects an operating deficit of $9,523 and promises to be responsible with all of the 
resources entrusted to its care. 
 

Thank you to all who have so generously participated  
in the mission and ministry of this congregation  

through the offering of your time, talents and treasures!  
 
 

We adopted new bylaws . . . 
And we thanked Eric Blackhurst for giving so generously of his time and expertise as our lawyer through this process! 
 
 

We elected new leaders . . .  
Liz Belmares, Anthony Dizon, Jerry Moeggenberg and Cathy Strong were elected to Vestry. 
Dave Burt, Dixie Maxwell and Lynn Pottenger were elected to the Endowment Committee. 
Eric Blackhurst, Helen Johnson, Betty Kirkley and Pat Roush were elected Delegates to Diocesan Convention, with Mike 
Belmares as the first alternate. 
 

Thanks to all who accepted nomination for leadership positions at St. Johnôs . . . 
Letôs remember to pray for those whom we have elected to be our leaders! 

 
 

Our rector gave notice of a request he will make of the new Vestry . . . 
Rob indicated that he will be asking the new Vestry to work with him to shape a process of congregational dialog leading 
to the later development, by Vestry, of a Pastoral Response to gay and lesbian Christians who may approach us for the 
blessing of a same sex union or for sponsorship toward ordination.  The timing of this request was explained by Rob.  
One congregation in our diocese, priest and Vestry working together, has asked for and received permission from our 
Bishop for the blessing of a same sex union between members of their congregation.  Rob expressed a clear preference 
that we, at St. John’s, proactively develop a pastoral response for such situations.  That way, he explained, when we are 
approached by a couple seeking a blessing of their union, or by an individual seeking sponsorship for ordination, we will 
already have developed a prayerful and loving response to guide our actions, rather than having to develop a response 
reactively and in the face of a particular request. 
 

May Godôs Holy Spirit guide us in this and every matter that we will face in the coming year. 
May we have the peace and confidence to know that God, through the Holy Spirit,  

will equip us with everything we need to do Godôs will, and to be the Body of Christ in this place and time. 
 

Copies of the Annual Report and newly adopted By-Laws are available at the church entrances. 

 
Future Editions of the Epistle 

 
 

Edition Deadline / Distribution 
 
Easter ................................................. March 26 / April 7 
 
Pentecost ............................................ May 10 / May 19 
 

Additionally, there will be an Easter letter mailed to the 
congregation during the week of March 22nd. 
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We joyfully gather  
to pray, worship, learn and serve  

as we seek to follow Jesus,  
and invite all to join us  

on a sacred journey of hope and transformation.  


